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BROTHER 

I could still play with you 
and be your friend, little men 
amongst the cushions, hunting Pinky the mouse 
(which I trod on and you never forgave me) 
making mud pies or playing grown-ups 
except: 
we grew up and grew away, hated, 
fought for mother's love and learned different tactics 
and just don't see each other anymore. 

They reflect in our relationships 
the messes I've made, 
the security you hang onto but you know 
it's washed up now, no longer working 
and the children are causing quite a problem. 
I can't speak 
my life is a shell and a core. 

Three years since Dad died 
we haven't seen each other, 
three different relationships for me 
yours in a turmoil, what 
have we taken from those two who've died 
and left us both to it, our responsibilities 
our joy- or just 
our long separation? 

Barry Wynn 
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