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Written In The Cotswolds — A royal Progress.

I have no crown; and though the sunlit miles
Lie prone behind the conquest of my wheels,
I have no courtiers and the sky reveals

No secrets, and I fear no menial smiles.

1 tap my foot to make wide views appear

In the great palace windows of my flight,
And in my kingdom there is such delight

As roving country queens of old held dear.
My court is autumn-dressed in gold and red
And time and space before me make a way —
No obsequies my headlong speed delay

And royalty sits lightly on my head.

When, shadowed by some cloud, [ haply frown,
The trees, the golden trees do not bow down.

Marion B. Alford
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