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RETURN

On mountain tops I have known ecstasy,

Not that the sky was clear, but that I came
Upwards with labour from the city’s shame,
And found the soul’s high place of mystery.
Then was the little world so far behind

That Lilliputian cares were all subdued

And, lofty in my wind-swept solitude

I found the snow-capped summits of the mind.

But, with the first chill shadow, that strange charm
Which, in her secret places, must fulfil

By urgent need, the earth’s relentless will

Recalled me with affection deep and calm,

And, stupid with its sweetness, I retrace

My footsteps to this warmer, humbler place.

Marion Alford
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